
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TITLE: THE FORTY-YEAR FEUD 
 

 

JULY 1886 AND A FAMILY FEUD TURNS VIOLENT. 

 

THIS WEEK IN TEXAS HISTORY, BROUGHT TO YOU BY THIS STATION AND THE SAVE 

TEXAS HISTORY PROGRAM OF THE GENERAL LAND OFFICE. 

 

JULY 20, 1886.  TIMPSON.  REVEREND JAMES TRUITT IS READING HIS BIBLE FOR 

TOMORROW’S SERMON AS HIS WIFE ANSWERS THE DOOR...   

 

SHOT IN THE HEAD, TRUITT IS KILLED INSTANTLY. HIS MURDERER IS BILL 

MITCHELL, THE SON OF OLD COONEY MITCHELL, HUNG TWELVE YEARS AGO ON 

TRUITT’S TESTIMONY ABOUT THEIR BLOODY FAMILY FEUD. 

 

REVENGE COMPLETE, MITCHELL FLEES, NIMBLY AVOIDING CAPTURE FOR 

DECADES. FINALLY CAUGHT IN 1907, HE IS PUT ON TRIAL AND CONVICTED. AT AGE 

62, MITCHELL IS SENTENCED TO 99 YEARS, SERVES TWO... THEN ESCAPES!  

 

RUMOR SAYS HE DIED IN 1928, HIDING OUT IN ARIZONA WITH TEXAS RANGERS 

HOT ON HIS TRAIL. 

 

A FAMILY FEUD LED TO BLOODSHED 128 YEARS AGO, THIS WEEK IN TEXAS 

HISTORY. 

 

LEARN MORE AT SAVETEXASHISTORY.ORG OR CALL 800-998-4GLO.  
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